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Civic University Network

In 2019 the UPP Foundation created the Civic University Commission to explore the 
question – how important is the civic role of universities?

The Commission produced a report Truly Civic: Strengthening the connection 
between universities and their places

One of the key recommendations was to establish a national Civic University Network
in a host university to provide practical support, to support peer learning and to 
develop a peer review system

In March 2020, following a competitive process, Sheffield Hallam University won the bid to 
host the Network

https://upp-foundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Civic-University-Commission-Final-Report.pdf


Network Engagement

130 HEIs 
engaged

20 webinar 
events with 

>3,000 
attendees

800 
Newsletter 
subscribers



Reimagining the 
relationship between 
universities & the NHS
A guide for building and 
sustaining local, place-
based collaborations

Going Further and Higher: 
How collaboration between 
colleges and universities can 
transform lives and places



Civic Impact Framework

The framework identifies seven domains of 
universities’ civic commitment – the core areas in 
which universities impact their places and 
communities.

It also identifies six phases of progress. Progress is 
envisaged as a cyclical and iterative process, in which 
the learning then informs further reviews and 
development.

It aims to encourage a comprehensive approach to 
HEIs’ civic activities, ensuring they are not narrowly 
focused on economic development. We would expect 
universities to be working across these domains 
simultaneously as well as sequentially, informed by 
their relationships with local partners.





Supported by Arts Council England, the Civic University Network team will 

explore how universities identify, build and enhance mutually beneficial 

relationships with cultural institutions and their communities to maximise the 

civic impact of universities in their place.

• Civic roles will be informed by an evidence-based analysis of the 

relationship between universities and cultural institutions, developed 

with local partners and informed by the voices of both sectors and 

other allies

• The profile of arts in Civic University Agreements will be raised

• Dissemination of good practice will accelerate the development of local 

partnerships and widen the reach of universities

Next steps



Working together



Please get in touch if you would like to be part 
of the ongoing conversation or if you have a 
case study that you would like to share

Visit www.civicuniversitynetwork.co.uk for:

• Resources from work and webinars to date
• Information about upcoming events
• To sign up to the Civic University Network newsletter

www.civicuniversitynetwork.co.uk@civicuniversity d.squire@shu.ac.uk

http://www.civicuniversitynetwork.co.uk/
mailto:d.squire@shu.ac.uk

