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Gyllerboverket (artist-led collective), Sweden. Photo: JC (2016)



How to define a ‘creative ecology’ and/or ‘sustainable 

industry’? Episodes from my ethnographic research of and 

with artists. 

Gyllerboverket (artist-led collective), Sweden. Photo: JC (2016)



Monday 10th May 2010, Sunderland 



The office itself



5

The meeting room



Over the year I shadow Terry and others to trace 

the associations between curator, artists, 

planners, engineers, construction workers, bins, 

paint, plastic, stone and cement…
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The study shows how 

sculpture and design 

artefacts are not 

separate from the day-to-

day fabric of the city 

in-the-making, but are 

intertwined with the 

workings of urban 

practice. 

This transactional space 

supported practitioners 

(planners, engineers and 

others) to deliberate the 

nature of their 

professional remit for 

regenerating the city.



Artistic practice as a ‘relational 

diagnostic’ (Crawshaw and Gkartzios, 

2016; Crawshaw, 2018); that mediates 

correspondence between people and 

environment and produces deliberative 

space that can work in support of 

making future plans (Crawshaw, 

forthcoming). 

Artistic workshops, Holy Island. Photos: JC (2014)



Experiential Evaluation of 

All Sided Games, Collective 

Edinburgh 



The research team, plus: Peter (a local planner); Annette (a local heritage officer); Sally 
(a visiting artist) and Gabriel (academic architect). 

Art in Plannin: in Berwick upon Tweed 

Researching Rural Housing with an Artist in Residence

Menelaos Gkartzios: Centre for Rural Economy, Newcastle University
Julie Crawshaw: Visual and Material Culture, Northumbria University 

Menelaos Gkartzios (rural sociologist); Julie Crawshaw (art anthropologist); James 
Lowther (Director/Curator Berwick Visual Arts) and Sander Van Raemdonck (artist). 



Creative Ecology (Ecologising)



October 2014: Oland, Sweden



I used to make sculpture and now I build



We need a different story



This fieldwork is part of Stretched: Expanding notions of artistic 

practice through artist-led cultures, Valand Academy, University of 

Gothenburg, funded by the Swedish Research Council. 

The Stable: A story of collaborative work

Julie Crawshaw, Malin Lindmark Vrijman & Matheiu Vrijman

Akcnowledgements: Axina Adler (artist, Gylleboverket, SE); Anneli
Berglund (art officer, SE); Ebba Billström (Galleri Syster, SE); 
Lucas Brouwer (artist, NL); Jo Capper (artist, UK); John Leo 
Carter (artist, Yellow Box, SE); Mona Casey (artist, UK); Ruth 
Claxton (artist, UK); Nina Coulson (artist, UK); Sara Edström
(Galleri Syster, SE); Jona Elfdahl (artist, Gylleboverket, SE); 
Therese Engström (Galleri Syster, SE); Kerstin Hedström (artist, 
SE); Joakim Hellgren (teacher, SE); Åke Holm (teacher, SE); Signe 
Johannessen (artist, Art Lab Gnesta, SE); Bengt-Olof Johansson
(Museum Director, SE); Aslambek Katsiyev (stable-builder, 
Kultivator); Elinmaria Johansson (artist, Gylleboverket, SE); 
Cheryl Jones (artist, UK); Helle Kvamme (artist, Yellow Box, 
SE); Megs Morley (artist, IE); Anja Örn (Galleri Syster, SE); 
Daniel Peltz (artist, Art Lab Rejmyre); Erik Rören (artist, Art 
Lab Gnesta, SE); Etta Säfve (artist, Gylleboverket, SE); Henric
Stigeborn (farmer Kultivator, SE); Elin-Alexandra Sundström
(Galleri Syster, SE); Juliette Veckens (artist, FR); Malin
Lindmark Vrijman (artist Kultivator, SE); Mathieu Vrijman (artist 
Kultivator, SE); Matt Westbrook (artist, UK); Sissi Westerberg
(artist, Art Lab Rejmyre). Mick Wilson and Jason E Bowman (PI). 



Deliberative Space: Sustainability
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21 March 2018: CCIM Salon, Kommunity, Newcastle
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