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About Creative & Cultural Skills 

• UK-wide licensed sector-
skills council 

• 41 staff across the 4 UK-
nations 

• Bringing Education and 
Industry together to create 
jobs in the creative 
industries 

• A new national training 
centre in Purfleet Essex 

• Supporting training and 
apprenticeships 

• Working with craft, cultural 
heritage, design, literature, 
music, performing arts, 
visual arts  

• #CreativeNationUK 



Creative Choices 
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UK Creative Industries 

 

o The CIs account for 1.8 million jobs, 
5% of the total number of jobs in the 
UK 

 

o 65,200 creative businesses 

 

o £77 billion contribution per 
year for the UK economy - 
more than 5% of total economy 

 

o Employment growing five 
times faster than the national 
average 



Employment in the Creative Economy 

1997-2013 (DCMS) 

CE 
Employment  
1997 

CE 
Employment 
2013 

% change 

Creative jobs 
in creative 
industries 

373,000 890.000 + 138% 

Jobs in the 
creative 
industries 

931,000 1,708,000 + 83% 

Creative 
Economy 
(CIs + creative 
occupations 
in the wider 
economy) 

1,806,000 2,616,000 + 45% 

Total UK 
employment 

22,706,000 30,643,000 +11% 



Characteristics of the 
Creative Industries 

• 43% of workers freelance 
 
 

• 78% of businesses employ 
fewer than 5 employees 
 
 

• 57% qualified to level 4 or 
above (32% the norm) 
 

• No one knows where the jobs 
are! 



‘Make a job’, not ‘take a job’ 
 



‘Backstage, not on stage’ 
 



‘T-shaped’ 
 

‘They bring deep understanding of 
at least one field, but have the 
capacity to converse in the 
language of a broader range of 
disciplines. This requires a sense of 
curiosity and a willingness to go on 
learning far beyond the years of 
formal education.’  
 
Institute for the Future (2011) 



 
 

The future of the creative industries 



 
 

The future of the creative industries 

3-D designer 
Editor 

Maker 

Account Manager 

Administrator 

Sound engineer 





  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each cohort of  
200 apprentices  
makes a contribution  
of over £2.4 million  
to the national economy 
 
 
 
www.creative-employment.co.uk 
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wwwww.thebackstagecentre.com 
 

Robert.west@ccskills.org.uk 
Twitter: @NSARobW 
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